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1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Von Drasek at 6:15 p.m.

2.
ROLL CALL
City Administrator Paul called the Roll of Members physically present:
Present:
Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, and Alderman Finn
Also Present:

Mayor McDermott, Alderman Mikolyzk, Alderman Frohlich, Treasurer 



Bolt, City Clerk Kmet, City Administrator Paul, and Deputy Clerk 


Cordova
3.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

None.
4.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
4.a.
Approval of the July 9, 2025 Economic Development Committee Meeting Minutes.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 9, 2025 were previously distributed to the Board Members. Chairman Von Drasek asked if there were any corrections to be made to said minutes. There being no changes, the minutes of July 9, 2025 were approved as presented.

A motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Finn, that this matter be APPROVED, as presented. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye:
3
Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, and Alderman Finn
Nay:
0

5.
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a.
Discussion on updating the light pole banners. 

Deputy Clerk Cordova said she’d like to update the Committee on the banners they discussed in July.  I took all your suggestions from the last meeting and added more examples.  There are six examples so far, four of the examples have the same picture on both sides and the same words on both sides, the other two will be double sided banners, the front of them will say Welcome to the City of Countryside and the back side will say shop, stay, dine, or play.  
Alderman Benson wanted to know where exactly these banners were going to hang.  Deputy Clerk Cordova said for right now just on LaGrange Road because that’s the only street that has brackets to hold the banners.  I thought we could hang the Welcome signs at the entry points into Countryside.  In the middle of the City we could put the other banners.  Alderman Benson said he likes the idea of the Welcome signs on both sides.  He did not really like the grow banner and thought that for the play banner they could just put the word golf on it.  Chairman Von Drasek liked the explore banner with Route 66 on it.  
Alderman Benson asked how many spots right now are there to hang the banners.  Deputy Clerk Cordova said that we have forty-one light poles on Lagrange Road.  Alderman Benson asked if they always had banners on them.  Deputy Clerk Cordova said yes and they have three different styles which were alternated down Lagrange Road.  
Mayor McDermott said that the marketing people may want the banners to be more uniform.  City Administrator Paul asked the Mayor what he meant by uniform.  Mayor McDermott said that the banners are basically the same that you don’t have two different styles.  Deputy Clerk Cordova said there would be only two styles the Welcome to Countryside and the other ones.
Alderman Benson said he liked the Mayor’s idea of uniformity.  He said what if the banners had Welcome to Countryside on one side and then the back rotate between shop, stay, dine, and play.  Chairman Von Drasek said from what I am hearing you want the banners redesigned to be a little more uniform.  Having Welcome to Countryside on one side of all of them would be too repetitive.  Deputy Clerk Cordova suggested having a couple printed and put them up and see how they look.  City Administrator Paul suggested we talk to the company that makes the banners and see what their recommendation is.  
Deputy Clerk Cordova said that she will contact the company and see what they say and if they have any ideas for us.  We wouldn’t put these banners up until next year.   
6.
OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS
City Administrator Paul gave an update regarding Harley.  The broker from Aldi called me and sent me an article, where apparently Ozzie sold his entire Windy City Motorcycle Company, which includes nine different dealerships.  The Legendary Harley Davidson Group is located out of Georgia, Ohio, and Kentucky.  They have never done business in Illinois.  They have went through a presale inspection but do not have a new business license application filled out.
7.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Finn, to ADJOURN the meeting. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye:
3
Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, and Alderman Finn
Nay:
0

Chairman Von Drasek declared the meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.

APPROVED: 






Respectfully Submitted,







Chairman John Von Drasek
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